Firewood
Carrier Bag

All You need to Know
about Waxed Canvas

What is Waxed Canvas fabric?
Canvas is made from either cotton, linen, which in
turn is made from flax, or traditionally, hemp,
which is once again becoming a popular choice.
Unlike other heavy-duty fabrics, such as denim,
which uses a twill weave, canvas is made using a
plain weave. Canvas comes in two forms, plain
and duck, with duck canvas the threads are more
tightly woven and consequently it is stronger.
Waxed canvas was evolved by British sailors who,
after observing that wet canvas sails caught the
wind more effectively, soaked their canvas in
linseed oil. Off cuts from the oiled canvas were
then used as waterproof clothing.

Today, waxed canvas is produced by impregnating
the canvas fibres with wax. The quality and
strength of canvas is determined by the thickness
of the yarn and the density of the weave. Most
waxed canvas is created using a paraffin-based
wax but there are also hybrid waxes which use
paraffin and fluorocarbon to improve water
proofing. It is also possible to create waxed
canvas using natural waxes, such as beeswax, but
this is a more expensive option.
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Is Waxed Canvas vegan?
Waxed canvas is vegan and is much more
environmentally friendly than most other vegan
leather substitutes which use products derived
from the petro-chemical industry. The production
of paraffin wax generates very low level chemical
toxins.

Is Waxed Canvas
waterproof?
Waxed canvas is a waterproof material which will
repel driving rain, however, it is not impermeable
and if immersed in water for long periods it will
become saturated.

Does Waxed Canvas stretch?

Is Waxed Canvas
flammable?
Popular perception of waxed canvas is sometimes
haunted by dramatic images of circus tent fires,
such as the Hartford Circus fire of 1944, which
was caused by petrol added to the waxing mixture.
Modern waxed canvas is difficult to ignite and is
far less flammable than most synthetic materials.
It will burn if sufficient heat is applied but it is not
a dangerously combustible material.

Where to buy Waxed Canvas
Waxed canvas is an increasingly popular material
because it is eco-friendly and has a vintage charm
and there are now a number of suppliers to be
found on Etsy and Amazon.

Waxed canvas is a natural, organic material, it will,
over time, mould to usage but it will not stretch
out of shape.
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3. After cleaning, you’ll need to re-wax that portion
of the bag with canvas wax to restore the finish as
well as the water resistance.

But here’s the bottom line: don’t worry about
stains and waxed canvas. Will your waxed canvas
bag pick up marks along the journey? Damn, right
it will. And thank goodness for that.

Benefits to buying Waxed
Canvas
Waxed canvas is experiencing a much-deserved
renaissance. Starting with an already durable
fabric (canvas) and then adding a water-resistant
wax coating, waxed canvas stays true to its
historic roots while still living up to the modern
day hype. For those of you still on the fence, here
are 3 key benefits to buying waxed canvas bags:

Does waxed canvas stain?
If you’re concerned about your waxed canvas bag
getting stained or dirty, just knock it off. Those
scuffs, marks, dirt, and “stains” are what give
waxed canvas its character. It tells the story of the
one who carries it.
Now, is it possible that your waxed canvas will
pick up a stain you don’t find worthy of keeping
around? Sure. An oil stain will be your most likely
nemesis in this scenario. In that case, try the
following:
1. Pack cornstarch on the stain to soak up any
excess oil and then brush it off with a bristled
brush. You may need to do this a few times,
leaving the cornstarch on for a day or two each
time.
2. Next, work on what’s left of the stain with soap
and lukewarm water. (Do not put it in the washing
machine, and do not dry clean it.) But take note:
any soap that’s strong enough to have much effect
on an oil stain is going to break down the wax
coating.

1. WATER RESISTANT
Waxed canvas bags are known and loved for their
water resistance. The wax coating repels water,
making this a popular material that has stood the
test of time for constructing military rucksacks &
backpacks, sails, tents, and outdoor gear.
2. STRAIGHTFORWARD CARE
Because of the wax coating, scuffs and marks
actually add to the character of waxed canvas
bags rather than making them look dirty. This
means they do not require frequent cleaning. Over
time, however, the wax coating will thin and you’ll
need to re-wax the canvas (usually every 1-2 years,
depending on the amount of use). This is a fairly
simple process which only requires a bar or tin of
canvas wax and a hair dryer to help soften the wax
when applying.
3. DURABLE & AGES
Well, waxed canvas far outlasts its fabric
counterparts in long term endurance. Like fine
leather, the more you use it, the better it looks.
Given the proper care, the same wear and tear that
would wear out and tear up another fabric will
instead develop the character and patina that
makes waxed canvas bags even more valuable
and desirable over time.
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How to clean
Canvas Bags

Waxed

A main feature of waxed canvas is its durability.
It’s naturally water resistant, it’s breathable, and
over time, waxed canvas can even develop a
patina (like leather). A waxed canvas bag can
handle any adventure you throw its way. It’s not
temperamental and it doesn’t require regular
cleaning. But if your bag is getting regular use, you
know at some point you’ll need to clean it. And
there is definitely a right way and a wrong way to
clean a waxed canvas bag. Here are a few
important do’s and don’t’s.
DO NOT:
- Dry clean.
- Machine wash.
- Machine dry.
- Use warm or hot water.
- Use detergent.

Using any of the above methods will break down
the wax coating, compromising the finish and
water resistance. Instead:
DO:
- Lightly scrub away dried mud or dirt with a brush.
- Try plain (cold) water before using soap.
- Use cold water and a small amount of mild soap
when needed.
- Rinse away any soap and allow the canvas to air
dry.
These methods clean away dirt, grime, and spots
without breaking down the wax coating on the
canvas. For tough spots, a sponge or brush with
mild soap and cold water should get the job done.
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WAXED CANVAS VS. LEATHER:
IMPORTANT POINTS
If you’re searching for a new bag these days, you’re probably
debating between waxed canvas or leather. Leather has
always been a popular choice, and waxed canvas is
experiencing a much-deserved renaissance. Choosing
between waxed canvas and leather is ultimately going to
come down to how you’ll use your bag. To help you compare,
we’ll focus on four main points: water resistance, cleaning,
maintenance, and durability.

1. WATER RESISTANCE
The starkest contrast between leather and waxed canvas is
how they handle water. High-quality leather - that which is
not treated with a synthetic coating - will absorb water,
causing it to deteriorate. Choosing a leather bag means you
get a soft, supple material - that you’d better dry quickly if it
gets wet. Choosing to treat your leather bag with a waterresistant coating means compromising the natural patina
that would otherwise develop with age.
Waxed canvas, on the other hand, is known and loved for its
water resistance. The wax coating repels water, making this
a popular material for sails, tents, and outdoor gear that has
stood the test of time. However, the wax coating also tends
to make the material more stiff as compared to soft, highquality leather.

2. CLEANING
Oil and residue transfer easily to leather, so leather should
regularly be wiped down with a dry or slightly damp cloth.
Once a year or so, it should be thoroughly cleaned with a
leather cleaning product.
A few scuffs and a little dust isn’t going to kill waxed canvas,
so regular cleaning is not required. But if you’ve got some
mud or major dirt to deal with, you’ll let the mud dry and then
gently scrub it away with a bristled brush. If you’re dealing
with a tough spot that you really want to clean up, you can
use cold water and a small amount of mild soap (NOT
DETERGENT). Then rinse and allow to air dry. Do NOT dry
clean or machine washes your waxed canvas bag.
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WAXED CANVAS VS. LEATHER:
IMPORTANT POINTS.
3. MAINTENANCE
Leather and waxed canvas both require maintenance.
Leather will dry out over time, so at least once a year, a highquality leather conditioner should be applied to your leather
bag. You can massage the conditioner into the entire
surface of the leather with a soft sponge or cloth; then wipe
off any excess with a clean dry cloth. (If you live in an arid
climate, you’ll want to do this every couple of months.)
Maintaining waxed canvas means re-waxing the canvas.
Over time, you may find the wax coating beginning to thin, or
notice spots where the waterproofing has broken down. You
can restore your bag by re-waxing it. This is a fairly simple
process which only requires a bar or tin of wax and a hair
dryer to help soften the wax when applying.

4. DURABILITY
Both waxed canvas and high-quality leather far outlast their
counterparts in long term endurance. Truly, the more you use
them, the better they look. Given the proper care, the same
wear and tear that would wear out and tear up another
product will instead develop - in both leather and waxed
canvas - the character and patina that make them even more
valuable and desirable over time.
So, how do you choose between leather and waxed canvas?
Bottom line: both waxed canvas and leather are durable
materials with rich histories that age well when cared for
properly. Make your choice, treat it well, and enjoy it for a
long time to come.
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CANVAS
CANVAS

VS.

WAXED

If you’re on the hunt for a canvas bag, you may be
asking, “What’s the difference between canvas
and waxed canvas?” While both un-waxed canvas
and waxed canvas are popular, durable materials,
there are some key distinctions.
CANVAS
The thick cotton weave of canvas is extremely
durable and resistant to tearing. Its relatively
smooth surface isn’t easily snagged or torn and
can endure tough wear. And while it’s a breathable
fabric, canvas still manages to effectively block
wind, making it a popular choice for
manufacturing workwear.
Caring for canvas is fairly straightforward, as many
canvas products can be thrown into the washing
machine (check the label for direction on that), or
can be easily scrubbed with soap and water. Air
drying is always recommended.

Fast forward to today, and waxed canvas is used to
make bags, backpacks, tents, outdoor gear, and so
much more. The wax coating amps up the wind
resistance repels water, and even ages beautifully.
Like high-quality leather, waxed canvas looks and
feels better the more you use it, developing a fine
patina over time.
Some say maintenance of waxed canvas is tougher
than regular canvas. You definitely cannot machine
wash waxed canvas. But, because of the wax
coating, scuffs and marks actually add to the
character of the item rather than making it look dirty
- so, you don’t need to clean waxed canvas very
often anyway. Also, over time, the wax coating will
thin and you’ll need to re-wax the canvas (usually
every 1-2 years, depending on the amount of use).

This is a step obviously not required of un-waxed
canvas; but again, it’s not a frequent thing and the
benefit may outweigh the inconvenience,
depending on your needs.

WAXED CANVAS
Waxed canvas takes all the best features of
canvas and then adds some valuable features.
Centuries ago, sailors noticed their canvas sails
caught better wind when wet; but wet sails are
heavy sails, so they figured out they could cure the
fabric. This allowed the canvas to receive water on
the surface, but not soak in.
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How to Wax Canvas Fabric
Here’s how:
SUPPLIES:
- Lint roller
- Hair dryer
- Wax (like this canvas wax)
- Canvas
1. PREP
The wax will cover whatever is on the bag, so be
sure the canvas is clean and dry. Use a lint roller
to remove any strings or dust that may be clinging
to your bag. Then, heat up the surface of the
canvas with a blow dryer - this will help the wax
spread more smoothly.

2. APPLY
Rub the wax on the canvas like a bar of soap. Use
broad, even strokes. The pressure and friction will
warm up the wax, making it easier to spread and
transfer to the fabric. Use the corners and edges
of the bar to get into crevices or up close to rivets
and leather. Use your fingers to work the wax into
the canvas. Then, use the blow dryer to slowly and
evenly reheat the canvas. Using your hands, work
the wax into the canvas again, helping it to
penetrate the fabric.
3. DRY
After completing the waxing process, hang up your
bag in a warm, dry area. Allow the canvas to dry
and cure for 24-48 hours.
Waxing canvas isn’t complicated to do yourself.
And beyond the practical benefits of repelling
water and dirt, a waxed canvas bag has a gritty,
weathered look - a quiet nod to those seafaring
men.
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